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SAMHSA’s GAINS Center for Behavioral Health & Justice Transformation
Expert Panel Members

Hon. Jo Ann Ferdinand, J.D., is a Criminal Court Judge in the Supreme Court of Kings County, NY. Judge Ferdinand was first appointed by Mayor Koch in 1987. She served as a staff attorney for the Legal Aid Society and as Deputy Commissioner of Trials at the New York City Department of Sanitation. Judge Ferdinand is the presiding judge for the Brooklyn Treatment Court.

David Fuller, CPRP, FPS, CCM, is a consultant to SAMHSA’s Promoting Alternatives to Seclusion and Restraint through Trauma-Informed Practices. He has served as a Peer Counselor for Grand Rounds, a Training Consultant for Howie T. Harp Peer Advocacy Center, a Housing Outreach Coordinator for the Manhattan Outreach Consortium, a Program Director for Community Access, and a Forensic Peer Specialist at Bellevue Hospital.

Hon. Stephen Goss, J.D., is a state Superior Court Judge presiding in Albany, Georgia. In the past Judge Goss has served as the Dougherty Circuit Juvenile Court Judge. Judge Goss has served on the Superior Court bench since 1999. Judge Goss founded and continues to preside over the Dougherty Superior Court Mental Health/Substance Abuse Treatment Program. Judge Goss has served on the Georgia Mental Health Services Commission, the Georgia Chief Justice Task Force, and is a faculty member of the National Judicial College and National Drug Court Institute.

Robert Green is the Warden at Montgomery County Correctional Facility in Maryland. The Montgomery County Correctional Facility (MCCF), located in Boyds, Maryland (near Clarksburg), is responsible for the custody and care of male and female offenders who are either in a pre-trial status or serving sentences of up to 18 months.  In April 2011, Mr. Green was appointed to the Maryland Commission on Correctional Standards and unanimously elected Chairperson by the other members. The Commission is the regulatory authority for correctional facilities in the state, and appointments require Senate confirmation. Warden Green represents jail wardens and managers on the Commission.

Nancy Hamilton, MPA, CAP, CCJAP, is the CEO of Operation PAR.  Operation PAR assists families experiencing the harsh realities associated with substance abuse and mental health issues. Ms. Hamilton holds a master's degree from Troy State University Public Administration College, a bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice from the Univeristy of South Florida with an associate's degree in Early Childhood Development. She is a Certified Criminal Justice Addictions Professional (CCJAP) and a Certified Addictions Professional (CAP). Ms. Hamilton has more than 34 years as a trainer, adjunct instructor and teacher in prevention, intervention and treatment services.






Carolyn Hardin, M.P.A., is the Executive Director of the National Drug Court Institute. Prior to her appointment, Ms. Hardin was the Institute’s Deputy Director and the Project Director of the Adult Drug Court Planning Initiative. Her drug court experience includes serving as the Program Coordinator for the Nashville Drug Court.

Ron Honberg, J.D., serves as the National Director for Policy and Legal Affairs at NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Mr. Honberg oversees NAMI’s federal advocacy agenda and the NAMI Law and Criminal Justice Action Center.  In recent years, he has worked on issues affecting people with mental illnesses involved with criminal justice systems, and more.

Stephanie Le Melle, M.D., is currently the Associate Director of the Washington Heights Community Services at the New York State Psychiatric Institute. Dr. Le Melle was the Clinical Director of New York State Psychiatric Institute from 2004-2008. She is an Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at Columbia University. Dr. Le Melle's areas of interest are public psychiatry and the treatment and care of people with severe and persistent mental illness, particularly people with schizophrenia. 

Jennifer Johnson, J.D., is a Deputy Public Defender in the San Francisco Office of the Public Defender. Ms. Johnson represents the majority of indigent defendants in San Francisco’s Behavioral Health Court. She has been working with the court since the planning stages and is actively involved in promoting behavioral health courts.

Maureen McDonnell has 20 years experience in building behavioral health interventions within the criminal justice system across Illinois. She works on building linkage, diversion and reentry programs with judges, probation, states attorneys, police and parole, including both broad access to behavioral health services and targeted interventions such as specialty courts, including the Cook County Mental Health Court. Ms. McDonnell leads TASC’s work on health care reform, focusing on strategic and practical integration of criminal justice and behavioral health services to reduce recidivism and build durable recovery in the community. Ms. McDonnell holds a BA in Economics from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, and is pursuing graduate studies in public health at the University of Illinois at Chicago

Roger Peters, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of Mental Health Law and Policy at the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida, where he has been a faculty member since 1986. Dr. Peters has served as Principal Investigator and Director for numerous grant projects, including the recent NIDA P30 Research Core Center award to establish the USF Center on Co-Occurring Disorders, Justice, and Multidisciplinary Research.  Dr. Peters served on the Board of Directors of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, and is currently appointed to the Florida Supreme Court’s Task Force on Treatment-Based Drug Courts. He served as Chair and Co-editor of the SAMHSA/CSAT Treatment Improvement Protocol (TIP) #44 on ”Substance Abuse Treatment for Adults in the Criminal Justice System.”



Linda Rosenberg, M.S.W., is President and Chief Executive Officer of the National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare, a not-for-profit advocacy and educational association of more than 1,800 organizations that provide treatment and support services to 6 million adults and children with mental illnesses and addictions. Prior to joining the National Council, Ms. Rosenberg served as Senior Deputy Commissioner of the New York State Office of Mental Health.

Sharon Wise is a Certified Wellness Recovery Action Plan Facilitator located in Washington, D.C. Sharon has over fifteen years in the mental health consumer movement and has operated the first 100% consumer-run organization in the Washington DC metropolitan area.  She was successful in winning one of the first major contracts from the D.C. Department of Mental Health in consumer-run history. Sharon is an artist-in residence for the St. Elizabeths Hospital and performs at major conferences that support mental health recovery for consumers all over the world. She recently completed an Alternatives to Seclusion and Restraint documentary entitled, "Leaving the Door Open" and a cable show "The Great Hip-Hop Debate."
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